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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

'(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have' been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to wliich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sassi(6,487,396) in view of Kang et al(7,146,197). 

As to claims 1-3, Sassi teaches a portable wireless terminal comprising a first 
case(2) having a front surface and a rear surface, a second case(3) having a front 
surface and a rear surface and provided with a display(5a, 6a), and an interconnecting 
mechanism comprising a hinge mechanism(4) for openably interconnecting the two 
cases(2, 3)(see figure 2 and column 4, lines 37-51), the second case(3) connecting to 
the first case(2) by the interconnecting mechanism(4) so that the second case(3) is 
closable to a first posture(close position) wherein at least a part area of front surface of 
the first case(2) is covered and is openable to a second posture(open position) wherein 
the part area is exposed, the front surface and rear surface of the second case(3) being 
provided with respective displays(6a, 5a)(see figures 1, 2 and column 4, lines 52-63); 
the part area of the first case(2) having a pointing device (7a) for an input manipulation 
on a display(6a)(see figure 2 and column 5, lines 58-65), the second case(3) having an 
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opening extending through the case from the front surface thereof to the rear surface 
thereof at the position opposed to the pointing device(7a) when in the first posture(close 

j 

position)(see figures 1-2; column 4, lines 17-36 and column 5, lines 25-65), the opening 
having an inner peripheral wall to surround the entire pointing device(7)(see figure 2). 

Sassi fails to disclose a pointing device projecting from the front surface of the 
first case. 

Kang et al teach a portable wireless terminal comprising a first case(fO); a 
second case(20); a pointing device(310) projecting from the front surface of the first 
case(10)(see figures 1-2; column 4, lines 29-52), It would have been obvious to have 
modified King with the teaching of Sassi, since Sassi has disclosed the pointing 
device(7) could be mounted on a first case(2)(see column 5, lines 58-65). Also, It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to locate the pointing device 
in the bottom of a device to achieve the predictable result of the device would be 
relatively stable in use because of the concentration of mass near the bottom of the 
device. See KSR Internal Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 550 U.S. -, 82 USPQ2d 1385(2007). 

As to claim 2, Sassi teaches the pointing device(7a) is in the form of a bar, and is 
movable so as to tilt upwardly,downwardly, rightwardly or leftwardly with its base end 
serving as a fulcrum (see figures 1, 2; column 3, lines 50-60 and column 7, lines 43-59). 

As to claim 3, Sassi teach the front surface of the second case(3) is opposed to 
the front surface of the first case(2) in the first posture(close position); in the 
meantime, the front surface of the second case(3) is apart from the front surface of the 
first case(2) in the second posture(open position), the pointing device(7a) functions for 
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a screen presented on the display (6a) disposed on the rear surface of the second 
case(3) in the first posture(close position); in the meantime, the pointing device(7a) 
functions for a screen(5a) presented on the display(5a) disposed on the front surface of 
the second posture(open position)(see figures 1-2; column 5, lines 25-65; column 6, 
lines 19-68; column 7, lines 1-7 and column 8, lines 53-63). 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kang et 
al(7, 146,197) in view of Sassi. 

Kang et al teach a portable wireless terminal comprising a first case(10 or 600) 
with a front surface and a rear surface, a second case(20 or 610) having a front surface 
and a rear surface(see figures 1-3, 6; column 3, lines 44-600 and column 5, lines 37- 
55); an interconnecting mechanism(sliding mechanism) for connecting the two 
cases(10, 20 or 600, 610))(see figures 1-3, 6; column 1, lines 41-55; column 3, lines 44- 
60 and column 4, lines 29-47), wherein the interconnecting mechanism comprises a 
sliding mechanism for slidably interconnecting the first case and the second case one 
another, the two cases are slidably lapped over one another with the front surface of the 
first case opposed to the rear surface of the second case, the two cases are lapped 
over in the greatest area in the first posture; in the meantime, the two cases are 
lapped over in the smallest area in the second posture, the display(612) is disposed 
on the front surface of the second case(610), and the opening is formed by a notch 
having a U-shaped opening opposed to a pointing device(310)(see figures 1, 2, 6 and 
column 1 , lines 41-55). Kang et al teach the front surface of the second case(20) 
having a display(612)(see figure 6 and column 5, lines 56-62); a pointing device(30 or 
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630) projecting from the front surface of the first case(10 or 600) and the second 
case(20 or 610) having an opening extending through the case from the front surface 
to the rear surface when in a first posture(close position) and the opening is formed by 
a notch having a U-shaped opening opposed to the pointing device(see figures 1 , 6 
and column 1 , lines 41-55). 

King et al fail to point out the pointing device for an input manipulation on a 
display mounted on the second case. 

Sassi teaches a pointing device(7a) for an input manipulation on a display(6a) on 
a second case(3)(see figure 1; column 7, lines 25-49 and column 8, lines 53-63).). It 
would have been obvious to have modified King et al with the teaching of Sassi, so to 
provide an input device for inputting data on two displays. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on August 14, 2007 have' been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. 

Applicants argue that Sassi's pointing device(7a) is provided in the second 
case(3) on pages 6-7. However, Sassi has also disclosed the pointing device(7a) can 
be provided in the first case(2) without a display(see figure 2 and column 5, lines 58- 
65). 

Applicants argue that Sassi's pointing device does not come out of the opening 

i 

when both cases are opened on page 6. The examiner disagrees with that since the 
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pointing device(7a) come out of the opening when both cases(2, 3) when the pointing 
device(7a) can be provided in the first case(2) (see figure 2 and column 5, lines 58-65). 

Applicants argue that Sassi does not disclose the first case with an opening on 
page 7. However, such limitation can not be founded in claims 1-3 and 5. Sassi 
teaches the second case(3) having an opening as cited in claim 1 . 

Applicants argue that Kang et al fail to disclose the front surface of the first case 
has a pointing device projecting therefrom, that the second case has an opening 
extending through the case for containing the pointing device, and the opening has an 
inner peripheral wall to surround the entire pointing device as citied in claim 1 on page 
7. The examiner disagrees with that since the combination of Sassi and Kang et al 
teach such features(see claim 1 rejection above). 

Applicants argue that Kang fails to disclose a sliding mechanism as cited in claim 
5. the examiner disagrees with that since Kang teaches a sliding mechanism(see 
column 1, lines 41-55). 

Conclusion 



5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date Of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

i 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hansen et al(6, 370,362) teach a slide cover. 
Kubo(6,728,558) teach a slide cover. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lun-yi Lao whose telephone number is 571-272-7671 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681 i The fax phone number 

i 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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